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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


ATouchdown For 
The Rainbow Community 


I’m going to be completely honest here: I’m not the pinnacle of 
athletic skill. Although I played football and softball as a kid, I was— 
how can I phrase this?—not good at it. As such, sports were never my 
forte (“sporte”?), but nonetheless, sports are a huge part of our social 
fabric, and it's especially integral to the GLBT community at large. 

For the 2018 Sports & Fitness Issue, Lavender tees off with an 
interview with Minnesota United FC soccer star Collin Martin, who 
recently came out to become the only active openly gay player in 
American pro soccer. We also celebrate Minnesota's winners at the 


2018 Gay Games in Paris, and we profile the rainbow-friendly online 
athletic wear company Prideletics. 

We also meet the folks at the Minnesota Senior Sports Associa- 
tion, and we interview Capt. Tyler Bieniek of the Minnesota National 
Guard. Also, a heads up to our readers: nominations for our 2018 Lav- 
ender Community Awards are underway! If you know an individual, 
an organization, or a company that has done great work for the GLBT 
community in the past year, be sure to send your submissions by 
Monday, Nov. 19! ll 


OUR LAVENDER 


AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Sports and Activity- Goals 
Yet Unattained 


I have friends that hike, that ski, scuba. They trek and cycle in foreign 
lands through wet and cold and sun and rain. I applaud them, I admire 
them, but I neither envy, nor seek to surpass or even equal them. I’m more 
what one might call a “stasist” than an activist. Not everyone can be a 
mover and shaker. 

Emily Dickinson, from the fastness of her Amherst, Massachusetts, 
room wrote: 

“There is no frigate like a book, 

To take us Lands away 

Nor any Coursers like a Page 

Of prancing Poetry — 

This Traverse may the poorest take 

Without Excess of Toll — 

How frugal is the Chariot 

That bears the Human Soul —” 

Dickinson crossed the Massachusetts border twice, visiting her Con- 
gressman father in Washington, D.C. and stopping briefly with Philadel- 
phia relatives. Eventually, she avoided face-to-face encounters altogether, 
corresponding via letters with a select few. 


I enjoy traveling, despite its “Excess of Toll”, preferring to visit the 
same cities (Paris, Amsterdam), walking their streets and byways with my 
camera. But I’m rarely active or sportive. On cold or rainy days, I snug up 
in my hotel and board one of the many frigates berthed on my iPad. 

On my recent vacation—my first time in the U.K.—there were numer- 
ous rainy, windy days to recline and voyage internally. In addition to my 
camera equipment, Га loaded Ron Chernow’s 800-page biography, Ham- 
ilton, on my iPad. While not exactly Dickinson’s “frugal Chariot”, today’s 
miracle widgets can pack a veritable fleet of frigates into a few electronic 
ounces. We are allowed journeys within journeys undreamed of in Dick- 
inson’s day. Born in 1830, she was closer in time to Alexander Hamilton 
(d. 1804) than to us. And, not until reading about him as the Highland rain 
pattered down, did I learn that he, unlike the peripatetic Franklin, Adams, 
and Jefferson, had never ventured across the Atlantic. 

'This essay is not a paean to sports and activity so much as an acknowl- 
edgment that we each explore the world as best suits our temperament. 
Some within a single room, others world-wide, with bursts of energy and 
feats of derring-do. My Fitbit tends to flatline, and sometimes I question 
whether the active actually live longer or whether it just feels that way. li 
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Name: Jessy Oldham, Mad. М. 
Moxie 


Where did you grow up? Lake City, 
MN, though | was a foster child who 
bounced around a bunch. 


Where do you live? | now live in 
Minneapolis. 


Who do you live with? | have one 
roommate. 


What is your occupation? | do drag 

shows, make costumes, do stand up 
and teach burlesque lessons. | work 
for myself, but my boss is crazy. 


When did you come out? | came out 
pretty early in life, about 11 or 12. 


How'd that go? It seemed to confuse 
my mother, my sisters were quite ac- 
cepting. | had an uncle who used to 
beat the living hell out of me pretty 
regularly for being femme. This went 
on for a few years. 


When do you wake up? | have a 


horrid sleep cycle, so whenever | 
open my eyes. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
| live by a school, so do loud kids 
count? 


Breakfast? Beer. 
Coffee? By the gallon. 


Cream or no? No, | like my coffee 
how | like my magick. 


How do you spend your commute? 
Trying to find whatever | want to 
work on that day. 


If your job were like a yearbook, 
what would you be voted? (Class 
clown, best dressed, most annoy- 
ing, etc.) Most likely to die an early 
death. 


What inspires you? Sometimes life 
openly and unabashedly sucks. | 
find inspiration in finding ways to 
counter that. If | can bring someone 
joy, that too inspires me. 
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Do you eat your lunch while 
working or take a break? | just like 
eating. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 
mess? Much like me, my work space 
is a hot mess. 


What's been your favorite job? 
Burlesque. 


Who are your heroes? Elvira, 
Morticia, Leslie Hall, Blondie, and so 
many more. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, 
take out, or cook in? Take out. 


Most embarrassing moment: One 
time at a show | accidentally took 
some LSD. | was tripping so hard 
and trying to act like everything was 
fine. | ended up doing the whole 
show, and on my way backstage | 
fell in front of all the other queens 
and popped one of my breasts. 


On a usual weeknight, you are do- 


ADAY | ifo 


Photo courtesy of Jessy Oldham 


ing what? Stuffing my face, playing 
video games, writing, or singing to 
piss off the neighborhood. 


Bedtime: When | pass out. 


Favorite weekend activity: Spending 
time with my friends and loved ones. 


What are you most proud of and 
why? | made it this far, | have seen 
a lot of pain and abuse in my life. | 
have a driving force inside to help 
others see their strength too. 


Words of wisdom to share: 


Sometimes life will give you the best 
hand, and you will still lose. 


Sometimes life will give you a ter- 
rible hand, and you can still win. 


Sometimes life will hold out your 
hands, and just poop in them. 


But even still, it's your choice to 
grow a flower. ll 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
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OUR SCENE 


HOT FUNKY BUTT JAZZ 

Nov. 2-18 

Dowling Studio at Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

Interact Theatre has developed a longstand- 
ing reputation as one of America’s foremost 
theaters featuring the work of performers with 
disabilities. The troupe has been invited to be 
a part of the Guthrie Theater’s Level 9 series, 
which deals with challenging sociopolitical ques- 
tions. But if you’re looking to simply be enter- 
tained, the reprise of their 2011 hit, Hot Funky 
Butt Jazz, is a sure bet. Formerly titled Hot Jazz 
at da Funky Butt, we are transported to New Or- 
leans, the jazz capital, for a deeper look at the 
art form known as “jazz”. The title comes from 
the historic Union Son’s Hall, a church/commu- 
nity center that once upon a time transformed 
into the Funky Butt Jazz Hall at midnight, when 
sweaty bodies moved sensually to what was 
then perceived as a provocative new sound over 
acentury ago. 

That sound is often credited to ragtime and 
"jass" cornetist Buddy Bolden. (“Jass” prefig- 
ures the word, "jazz". This African-American 
music innovator was known as the King of Jazz 
and was central to the New Orleans scene of the 
first decade of the 20th century. Bolden’s band 
is thought to have been the first wherein brass 
instruments played the blues. He pushed the en- 
velope by approaching ragtime with an improvi- 
sational attitude which added the blues element. 
He incorporated the gospel tradition of Baptist 
churches along with the muscular power that 
military marching band music emanates. Bolden 
would have been well aware of John Philip Sousa. 

Level 9 features vocalist Zena Moses, key- 
board artist Eugene Harding, and Jeremy Phipps 
on horn, all of whom are experts in the New Or- 
leans style. Jeff Haas, a veteran of the Minneapo- 
lis gay theater scene of the 1990s, is also in the 
thick of it all, and sews queer threads into to the 
jazzy fabric. He says of the character he plays, 
“Coco is supposed to be a old tired queen who 
also has a bite to her. But at the same time she 
is supposed to be likable and sympathetic. I’ve 
never done drag before. It would be easier if I 
was a method actor. I’ve been told to find my in- 
ner Coco.” Be assured, however, Haas is another 
sure bet. His Artists Shakespeare Company was 
acclaimed for its crossgender portrayals a gen- 
eration ago, and his camp performance in Rob- 
ert Patrick’s Pouf Positive for Out on the Town 
Theatre was absolutely delicious. 


THE LARAMIE PROJECT: 
TEN YEARS LATER 

Oct. 26 - Nov. 17 

Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, Plymouth 
Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis 
612-520-1230 
www.uprisingtheatreco.com 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Uprising Theatre takes us back 10 years 
ago to the 10th anniversary of the famous play 
collaboration that reflected on the brutally 
torturous death of gay college student Mat- 
thew Shepard. Tied to a fence post on the out- 
skirts of Laramie, Wyoming in October 1998, 
he was beaten mercilessly and died six days 
later. A month afterward, New York’s Tec- 
tonic Theater Project went there to interview 
townspeople and out of this created a play 
titled The Laramie Project, overseen by Moi- 
ses Kaufman. Then ten years later, Tectonic 
members returned to find out, from their 
perspective, how they perceived the town had 
changed (or not) over the decade. It is this 
piece that Uprising will present at the Howard 
Conn Fine Arts Center. Theatrically, both The 
Laramie Project works exist in the vein of 
other gay-inclusive works like A Chorus Line 
and Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar 
Wilde (also created by Kaufman in 1997) in 
which actual interviews and correspondence 
are shaped into a theatrical text. 

Though there’s no doubt that Aaron МсК- 
inney and drug dealer Russell Henderson 
murdered Shepard, various perspectives have 
competed with one another about the actual 
motivations at play. Was he targeted for be- 
ing gay or was it a robbery that spun out of 
control? Drug abuse is thought to have fig- 
ured considerably into the madness that en- 
sued. Kristen Price and Chastity Pasley, the 
girlfriends of the murderers, were charged as 
accessories to the crime. McKinney’s lawyer 
put forth the gay panic defense justified by 
the assertion that Shepard placed his hand on 
McKinney’s knee, hence, signaling intent to 
commit sexual assault, but the judge rejected 
it. Price ultimately recanted her statement that 
Shepard allegedly made sexually advances on 
her boyfriend and told television interviewer 
Elizabeth Vargas that she didn’t think it was 
actually a hate crime. Price had originally told 
Detective Ben Fritzen that McKinney was 
triggered by homophobia. Fritzen expressed 
reservations about the murder being a hate 
crime. 

Shepard had been raped and beaten in Mo- 
rocco, which elicited depression in what is said 
to have been a previously optimistic personality. 
He was hospitalized at points for clinical depres- 
sion and considered suicide. Friends felt these 
unresolved traumas influenced the illicit drug 
use he explored in college. 

Seven actors will play 150 characters in The 
Laramie Project: Ten Years Later co-directed by 
Sarah Catcher and Ashley Hovell. Earlier this 
year Uprising produced a compelling production 
of its founder/artistic director Shannon TL 
Kearns’s remarkable trans-themed play, Twisted 
Deaths, directed by Hovell. The theater compa- 
ny is clearly committed to works that deal with 
social justice from a queer perspective, so the 


Shepard murder is something that fits into their 
mission. 

Hovell says that “in conversation about 
the death of Matthew Shepard, I hear people 
say ‘Thank god that doesn’t happen anymore. 
We've come so far.’ The thing is, hate crimes 
do continue to happen. Twenty years after Mat- 
thew’s death, Uprising Theatre feels a need to 
bring Matthew’s story to the forefront once 
again to remind people that hate crimes are 
still happening.” 


MARY POPPINS 

Through Nov. 4 

Bloomington Center, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington 

952-563-8575 

WWW .artistrymn.org 

If you've followed Joel Sass's directorial/de- 
sign work over the decades, you know that he is 
a brilliant navigator of the fantastical. From his 
own Mary Worth Theatre Company staging of 
Clive Barker's The History of the Devil a genera- 
tion ago, right up to his Theater Latte Da staging 
of Peter and the Starcatcher, named by Lavender 
as one of last year's Top 10 productions, Sass is 
a genius at delving into what spiritualists call 
"the invisible realm". Both of those memorable 
productions showcased his understanding of the 
polarities of light and dark. Therefore, he is an 
ideal choice to direct Mary Poppins, in which 
those polarities interrelate. 

'That may sound odd if the 1964 Disney film 
is your only source of the Poppins story, but the 
original PJ. Travers source isn't quite so spoon- 
ful sugary. The same can be said of the writer 
of the book for the musical, Julian Fellowes 
(Gosford Park, Downton Abbey), now on stage at 
Artistry Theater. Robert Stevenson directed that 
winner of 13 Oscar nominations with bright and 
bubbly beauty and it looms as a masterpiece on 
its own terms. However, in contrast, the stage 
musical version has a deeply aching sense of the 
splintering of a nuclear family that surpasses the 
film. Hence, the character Mary Poppins' inter- 
vention has an added sense of poignancy. 

Becca Hart plays the title role. C. Ryan Shi- 
pley plays the lovable chimney sweep, Bert. 
Brandon Jackson, who was named as Laven- 
der's Best Supporting Musical Actor for Minne- 
apolis Musical Theatre's Leap of Faith in 2016 
and who wowed audiences with his uproarious 
crossgender performance ав  Motormouth 
Maybelle in Artistry’s Hairspray the year be- 
fore, will surely delight once again in his cross- 
gender take on Miss Andrew, the strenuously 
strict nanny who once looked after the patriarch 
of the story’s family, Mr. Banks (Charlie Clark) 
in childhood. The choreography has been cre- 
ated by Joe Chvala, another Lavender best from 
years past. 


Continued on page 14 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


A PRELUDE TO FAUST 
Oct. 26 - Nov. 11 

Open Eye Figure Theatre, 506 E. 24th St. 
Minneapolis 

612-874-6338 
www.openeyetheatre.org 

Тһе legend of Faust, the man who sells his 
soul to the devil has been re-interpreted by vari- 
ous writers over the centuries. We've all heard 
of the reference, “а Faustian bargain". Distin- 
guished puppet artist Michael Sommers has cre- 
ated a new production of his A Prelude to Faust, 
first commissioned by the Walker Art Center 
in 1998 for a new revival at Open Eye The- 
atre. Sommers's particular source is the poetic 
drama Faust by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 
which ranks as one of German literature's tow- 
ering works. It was written in two parts: the first 
was completed in 1808 and revised in 1828-29; 
the second in 1831. 

Тыз 20th Anniversary production features 
Julian McFaul, who created the role originally 
and who has performed it in all subsequent re- 
vivals. Sommers went all the way to Germany 
and Czech Republic to conduct research for the 
piece. Acclaimed theater composer Michael Ko- 
erner, renowned for his scores at the Children's 


Theatre and Theatre de la Jeune Lune, contrib- 
utes to a reprise of the piece that we've been 
signaled has "ecstatic violence and a more in- 
tensely heartbreaking love story." 


THE TEMPEST 

Through Nov. 17 

SpringHouse Ministry Center, 610 W. 28th St. 
Minneapolis 

800-838-3006 

www.theatrecoupdetat.com 

The Tempest is one of William Shakespeare’s 
later plays and is definitely more mystical than 
most. It is the work of a man looking back at 
life from a point of wisdom and reassessment. 
Themes of parenting, power, and letting go of 
set patterns permeate this beautiful play that is 
actually categorized by many scholars as a ro- 
mantic comedy. However, it is notable in modern 
terms it is frequently thought of as a personality 
study of an older, aging man. 

That said, eight years ago Helen Mirren 
played the lead role of Prospero, a man, as a 
woman, renamed Prospera in the Julie Taymor 
film version. Theatre Coup d’Etat is doing the 
same with Meri Golden in the role on stage. 
In 2012, Golden astounded audiences with her 
performance as the nurse in the Coup’s Romeo 


and Juliet. It was one of the best performances of 
that classic role one could have ever imagined. 
She also blew audiences away earlier this year in 
Candid Theater’s Peter and Alice, as the woman 
on whom Lewis Carroll based his title character 
of Alice in Wonderland in her later years. 

Of The Tempest, Golden tells us, “Actually, 
I am going to be playing Prospero as a wom- 
an—a woman of intellect wrongly ousted out of 
her legitimate position of power. We will be ex- 
ploring misogyny in the play, as 'King' Alonso 
will be played by a woman (Sue Gerber): the 
male conspirators will be trying to overturn 
both the female rulers. Playing Prospero, I 
hope to show how power is tempered by vul- 
nerability, but ‘Hell hath no fury like a woman 
scorned'—in this case not by a lover, but by her 
brother's usurping her position and banishing 
her. We will be showing women in the play as 
both innocent and culpable, as well as capable 
of forgiveness. Also, there will be aggressive 
male characters seeking power at all costs, as 
well as men who are compassionate and some- 
times vulnerably foolish. Caliban's attempted 
rape of Miranda—and Prospero's reaction to 
it—should resonate in the current climate, and 
Prospero's views on nature vs. nurture are still 
controversial today." ll 


STORE. CREDIT 
OVER CASH 


THE 2000 4th Ave 5 


АҚТЫ. ^ Minneapolis 
efus 612.870.9300 


www.efetus.com M-F: 9-9 Sat: 9-8 Sun: 11-6 


Your local record store since 1968 
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MOSHIER LAW OFFICE, PLLC 
BECKY A. MOSHIER, ESQ. 


Proudly serving our community for over 27 years 


PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 
DIVORCE WILLS BANKRUPTCY 


ФА 


MOSHIER 


——— LAW OFFICE, PLLC —— 


Call for a FREE consultation with 
an experienced bankruptcy attorney 


651-645-1211 


www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


What's Your Plan? 


[rM 


Roya Moltaji, cre», сһғс”, cast", АРА", САР? 


Senior Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
100 S 5th St, Suite 2450, 
Minneapolis MN 55402 
rmoltaji@financialguide.com 


Call Roya today at 
952-769-2126 
WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


Гат a registered representative of and offer securities, investment advisory, and financial planning services through 
MML Investors Services, LLC, Member SIPC (www.SIPC.org). 1005 5^ St, Suite 2450, Minneapolis MN 55402 
612-330-4647 


шщ, 


Amember of the MassMutual Financial Group 


Pamela М Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(651) 439-8442 
(651) 336-4615 


Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, 
family of origin, abuse, trauma, 
coming out issues, life transitions, 


addictions, clinical supervision. 
Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 


Office: (651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214, Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


BIG 
СА 


NEWS 


Visit BIGGAYNEWS.COM for 
your weekday newscast 
featuring Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


Each newscast is accessible 
via computer download, 
smartphone, or iPod. 


15 
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7 THRIVENT 
FINANCIAL 


What Is Your Enough? 
Patti Powell 


Financial Associate 


| Twin Cities Region 


Office: 763-252-4447 
9220 Bass Lake Rd. Suite 385 


| New Hope MN 55428 
| Email: patti.powell@thrivent.com 


E/MAX © 


612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
www.ScottBelcher.com 


SB BRAD BEMOWSKI 


651-368-6761 
brad@cbburnet.com 
bradbemowski.com 


ea Your Dreams. 
4 Му Priority. 


COLDWCLL 
BANKER 0 


BURNET 


Q Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. R 


"ALAS 
RESULTS * 
NoPlace! ЭеНотелі 


Amy Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 


° 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


COLDUJCLL 
BANKER HG 


BURNET aa 


‘The Professional Service 
and Results you Deserve” 


Marilunk arinela 


experience, 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 


mfarinella @ cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


outloudpromos.com 
shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 
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Collin Martin came out 
as gay earlier this year, 
and has been praised 
by fellow players and 
the gay community 
for his honesty and 
assertiveness. 

Photo courtesy of 
Minnesota United FC 


AES 
“и 


Ву Каѕѕійу Таға!а 


_ Minnesota United soccer player Collin Martin shares 
his experience of coming out to teammates and fans. 


The only openly gay male athlete in Major League Soccer and in any 
of the big five American sports leagues, Collin Martin proudly represents 
the GLBT community as a player for the Minnesota United FC. Though 
Martin wasn’t always comfortable sharing his sexuality with the public, 
he is now an inspiration to GLBT individuals around the world, from 
fellow athletes to fans. 

Martin grew up in Maryland with two brothers and two sisters, and 
he found his passion and talent for soccer at the age of two. Since then, 
Martin has been kicking the ball down a long road of success. Martin went 
on to study at Wake Forest University for a year before being contracted 
on the MLS team in Washington D.C at the age of 18. Martin played for 
them for four seasons and joined the Minnesota United two years ago. 

“The assistant coach at D.C. United got a job offer to move to 


- Minnesota United, and he had known me for a long time and wanted 


to bring me with him,” Martin says. “I was in need of a fresh start, so I 
thought it would be great.” 

Martin says he started to realize he was gay in elementary school, 
but he found it really difficult to express his sexuality in middle and high 
school while also being an athlete. He says it was hard to understand the 
balance between his masculine side as a soccer player and the fact that he 
wasn’t quite like his fellow teammates. 

“Tt wasn’t too hard keeping it a secret because I was dating girls and 
talking about girls to teammates, so it was easy to keep up that charade,” 


Martin says. “I didn’t give myself a chance to explore, and I wish I had 
been completely myself in high school. Things would have been a lot 
different if I was comfortable sharing that I was attracted to men." 

Martin says he told some of his close teammates in D.C. that he’s gay 
along with family members and close friends. He didn’t come out publicly 
until he moved to Minnesota, which was largely because of his team’s 
participation in Playing for Pride. 

“Playing for Pride (was) started by a man in North Carolina who plays 
professional soccer who got people on pro soccer teams in America to 
pledge their money and support to the GLBT community, and proceeds 
went to Athlete Ally,” Martin says. “I had a person ask me why I was 
participating in Playing for Pride, and at first I was not able to answer, and 
then I realized it was a great opportunity to explain that I’m proud to be 
myself and to represent the team as a gay man.” 

Martin says he used the 2018 Pride game to open up to everyone, 
which is when he came out publicly. He says he also would bring his 
boyfriend at the time to team events, parties, and games, which all of his 
teammates were supportive of. 

After coming out, Martin received love and support from people 
all over the world, which encouraged Martin to continue proudly 
representing the community in his sport. 

“Tt was amazing, and the support was incredible. The reach that my 
message got was something I never would have imagined,” he says. 
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SOCCER FOR ALL 


"It doesn’t matter what sexuality you 
are, how old you are, what race. You're 
going to be received well on a team as 
long as you're a good teammate and do 
your job every day." 


— Collin Martin, MNUFC Midfielder 
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"Clearly to this day, being gay in professional sports is very taboo, 
but people are very interested in my story. There is still such a lack of 
representation in sports, and being a gay man and being a soccer player, I 
didn't know what I was getting myself into." 

Martin says the reaction he received has been overwhelmingly 
positive, including messages from all over the world expressing 
appreciation for his openness and for being willing to share. 

' Though the general reaction to Martin's coming out has been 
extremely positive, Martin says that our society—specifically in terms of 
sports—has a long way to go. 

"The real goal is that people won't have to do this. I didn't realize this 
was something I needed to do because I always thought that there were 
already amazing pioneers who sacrificed and did this before, so I wouldn't 
have to," Martin says. “But we still have a lot of progress that needs to be 
made in a lot of areas. When I started to wrap my head around the idea 
that I’m an example for others, that was huge." 

Martin says his message has resonated with many GLBT fans, and 
people are realizing that, "Hey, people in sports are amazing and they will 
accept you, this is a place for everyone." He says he doesn't want anyone 
to feel like they don't have a spot in sports. 

Overall, Martin says that coming to Minnesota gave him the ability 
to meet a team of incredibly accepting individuals, to find a strong 
community in the Twin Cities, and to realize that he can be one ofthe very 
pioneers that he once looked up to. 

“Tm really appreciative of Minnesota and the strong GLBT community 
and supporters that Гуе come across. Coming from D.C. to Minnesota 
has been very uplifting to feel supported in the community and to see 
everyone come together," he says. "I'm really excited to get involved with 
everyone in the community and continue representing the community in 
sports." ll 


Collin Martin hopes 
that his coming out will 
encourage other gay 
athletes to be open with 
their sexuality. 

Photo courtesy of 

PE Minnesota United FC 


THE NEW ALL-ELECTRIC I-PACE 


STAND OUT EVERYWHERE EXCEPT THE GAS STATION 


BASE M.S.R.P: $69,500 


JAGUAR ELITECARE 


5 YEARS 60,000 MILES 


% New Vehicle Limited Warranty (9) Complimentary Scheduled Maintenance 


® 24-Hour Roadside Assistance © Jaguar InControl® Remote & Protect™ 


— —— BEST IN CLASS COVERAGE —— 


PERFORMANCE BAT TERY 

INSTANT TORQUE AND ALL WHEEL THE SOKWH BATTERIES DESIGN AND 
DRIVE TRACTION GIVES THE I-PACE THE STATE OF THE ART THERMAL 
ACCELERATION OF A SPORTS CAR. MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SUPPORT 
SOMPH IN 4.5 SECONDS LONGEVITY AND PERIODS OF 


SUSTAINED MAXIUM POWER 


RANGE 
ONE FULL CHARGE PROVIDES 
A RANGE OF UP TO 240 MILES 


TAX CREDIT 
QUALIFIES FOR A FEDERAL 
TAX CREDIT OF UP TO $7,500, 


HERE NOW 


EE JAGUAR MINNEAPOLIS 
8905 WAYZATA BLVD, 
> GOLDEN VALLEY MN 55426 
ere. - 763 222-2200 


JAGUAR JaguarMinneapolis.com 


Members of Team 
Minnesota were present 
for the opening ceremony 
of the Gay Games in Paris. 
Photo by Signe Harriday 


Minnesota athletes 

win big at this year’s Gay 
Games in Paris from 
Aug. 4 through Aug. 12. 


201 LAVENDER | OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 7, 2018 


By Kassidy Tarala 


Every four years, some of the world’s best GLBT athletes come 
together to compete in the Gay Games and to celebrate a competition 
that is dedicated to advocating for diversity and inclusion. Athletes come 
from all over the world to compete in a variety of sporting events, and 
this year was one Minnesota will never forget. The Bold Northers who 
represented Minnesota at this year’s games in Paris included Paul Mit- 
telstadt, who won silver in the triathlon, and the Subversive Sirens, a 
synchronized swim team that won gold. 


The Subversive Sirens synchronized swimming team won the Gold medal at the 2018 
Gay Games on behalf of Minnesota. Photo courtesy of Nicki McCracken 


Mittelstadt grew up on a farm in southern Minnesota where he says the 
main form of physical activity was farm work, and a lot of it. Because his father 
kept him busy with work on the family farm, Mittelstadt said he had little time 
for recreational activities or sports in high school. Now, Mittelstadt is letting 
out some of that athletic energy. 

“When I was 39, I decided I wanted to do my first sprint triathlon, which 
is half the distance of a regular triathlon,” he says. “Since then, biking has 
become my favorite year-round sport.” 

His first triathlon in the Gay Games was in 1998 in Amsterdam, followed 
by the 2002 games in Sydney, and the 2006 games in Montreal. After missing 
the 2010 and 2014 games, Mittelstadt was ready to give his all at the 2018 Gay 
Games in Paris. 

“It was nice to attend and finish second at the Paris Gay Games with family 
and friends waiting at the finish line, each with red pompons greeting me as I 
finished,” Mittelstadt says. 

In total, there were more than 90 participants in the triathlon sprint and 
189 in the full triathlon, Mittelstadt included. 

"It was 93 degrees the day of the event. The swimming went well as the 
water felt good. The biking went well also because the breeze felt so comfort- 
able. The running in 93 degree temperature was exhausting and felt better 
when it was done,” he says. “Being the second oldest participant in this event, 
I was glad to still be able to finish. Another person I did most of my running 
with was five years younger. He and I had time to share our stories.” 

Mittelstadt says the Gay Games truly promote inclusion as they are par- 
ticipatory rather than competitive to encourage unity among participants. 

Like Mittelstadt, the Subversive Sirens made a splash at this year’s Gay 
Games. Bringing home the gold in synchronized swimming, the Subversive 
Sirens made their name known at their first ever Gay Games. 

Founders Signe Harriday and Suzy Messerole decided to create Subver- 
sive Sirens when Harriday revealed that it had always been her dream to par- 
ticipate in the Gay Games. Soon, the team was formed, including members 
Tana Hargest, Zoe Hollomon, and Nicki McCracken, and the mission of the 
team was determined. 

“We are aware that there exists a mainstream narrative that excludes 
black and queer folks all the time, and that includes synchro—a sport that 
centers (on) whiteness and a certain body type. We love our bodies, and we're 
saying that one body type or style isn't more important than another," Har- 
riday says. “Stereotypes seek to narrow our imagination and limit what we 
think is possible about other people. We are breaking stereotypes so that 
there can be more room for people to be free. That is why Black Liberation is 
central to what we do." 

Harriday says the definition of subversive is "seeking or intended to sub- 
vert an established system or institution", which for the Subversive Sirens 
means dismantling white supremacy and other systems that seek to silence 
minorities. 


MINNESOTA'S BIG WINNERS 

AT THE 2018 GAY GAMES 

* D Rojas and Debra Rojas, Gold Medal in Bowling (Women's 
Doubles) 

* Debra Rojas, Bronze Medal in Bowling (Women's Singles) 

е Paul Mittelstadt, Silver Medal іп Triathlon 

* Lindsey Kopp, Bronze Medal in Swimming 

* Subversive Sirens, Gold Medal in Synchronized Swimming 
(Team) 

* Signe Harriday and Suzy Messerole, Silver Medal in Syn- 
chronized Swimming (Duet) 

* MN Gray Duck Soccer Team, Bronze Medal in Soccer 


“We triumphantly denounce those notions and systems. We are swimming 
our way into liberation with joy," Harriday says. 

АП five members of the team participated іп the routine that won the 
Subversive Sirens gold. Harriday and Messerole also won silver in their duet 
performance, which included a technical routine and a free artistic routine. 

Messerole says the Gay Games are meaningful to the Subversive Sirens 
because they offer an atmosphere that is accepting of everyone and celebra- 
tory of both sports and the GLBT community. 

"Being in the water with other queer synchronized swimmers from 
around the world was like bathing in the waters of love. Athletes cheered 
for each other, supported each other, made space for each other (literally, in 
warm ups) and championed everyone's success," Messerole says. "Whether 
it was welcoming first time competitors—like us—or swooning over a duet Ву 
two Olympic caliber swimmers (men who should have competed in the Olym- 
pics but were banned because men aren't allowed to compete in synchronized 
swimming at the Olympic level)—this was a place of joy." 

For more information about the Gay Games, visit gaygames.org. Е 
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Paul Rodriguez discusses 


his passion and pride behind GLBT 


By Kassidy Tarala 


For many people, getting laid off from 
work can be world-shattering. When 
Paul Rodriguez was let go from his 
job at the age of 23, he felt hopeless 
and lost. What was he to do with 
all of this free time? Not wanting to 
spend his days binge-watching old 
shows on Netflix, he realized the 
only thing he could do was follow 
his passions: sports, clothing and 
his love for his community. And in 
that moment, Prideletics was born. 

“Ever since I was a kid, I played 
sports. Sports were always on the TV 
growing up, and I was that kid who 
played basketball in the winter, base- 
ball in the summer, and football in 
the fall. The sports I played rotated 
around a bit as I grew up, but I had always loved that competitive atmo- 
sphere,” Rodriguez says. “That includes going to professional sporting 
events. Growing up in Wisconsin, I went to plenty Milwaukee Bucks and 
Milwaukee Brewers games. Even now, I try to go to as many Gophers, 
Twins, Timberwolves, and MN United games as possible.” 

While sports were no foreign concept to Rodriguez, he says he never 
had any professional experience in apparel design, but his passion for 
style and clothing inspired him to pursue an athletic clothing line. 

Rodriguez says he came out his junior year of college and joined the 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League, the local GLBT softball league, 
with a good friend the following summer. 

“We were both terrified but knew it would be a great place to enjoy 
sports with people who would accept us for us. I have now been in the 
league for four years and have made lifelong friends from it,” he says. 
“The sports family that has come from the league really has let me feel 
comfortable with who I am. I’m not scared anymore. I have this athletic 
community that loves me for who I am and I’m proud to be in the league.” 

In addition to athletics, Rodriguez kept himself busy in college at 
the University of Minnesota with a degree in strategic communications, 
which incorporated advertising and public relations. He says the skills 
he learned with that degree allowed him to understand what it takes to 
create websites, design graphics, run marketing campaigns, and interact 
with people through social media. 

Lastly, Rodriguez’s love for shopping and style helped point him in 
the direction of what was to become Prideletics. 

“I love shopping, and I love clothes. It’s a simple one, but it’s the 


Prideletics opened its 
online store last fall. 
Photo by Tracy Walsh 
Photography 
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sportswear eompany Prideleties. 


truth. I even had a job at the Mall of America 
in college, taking the light rail an hour 
each way because I just loved the retail 
atmosphere," Rodriguez says. "It made 
sense to combine all three of these into 
something that didn't exist. The Pride- 
letics store officially launched in the fall 
of 2017." 

Тһе mission of Prideletics is to cre- 
ate high-quality clothing products that 
everyone can wear with pride. This 

campaign is meant to inspire moments 

of pride, spark authentic connec- 

tions, and, most importantly, build 

a community of support for all, ac- 

cording to Rodriguez. 

Prideletics offers athletic clothing and ac- 

cessories that celebrate pride in a modern way. 

Rodriguez says the company started with just t-shirts but has quickly ex- 

panded to baseball tees, sweatshirts, snapbacks, beanies, and more. The 
collection will continue to expand to new items and designs, he added. 

"Everything within Prideletics is designed by me. I don't have a 
professional graphic design background, but growing up I loved to edit 
photos with Photoshop. I would swap my head on celebrities. I would 
swap my friend's head with mine and post it to Facebook because it was 
hilarious," Rodriguez says. "Eventually, that evolved into teaching myself 
some graphic design skills that would later be used in my professional 
career, like on the Prideletics website, social media, apparel, and more." 

Rodriguez says it's his dream to eventually open a brick-and-mortar 
store. 

“Having an online store is great for reaching a wider audience, but 
having a physical location to call home would make everything even 
more real. I have some ideas that I hope to pursue in the future," he says. 

Above all, though, Rodriguez says the main purpose of Prideletics is 
to serve the GLBT community and encourage everyone to be proud of 
who they are. 

“Whether it's fear of being bullied by teammates or losing respect of a 
coach, it's scary to many. Organizations like the TCGSL help lots of peo- 
ple learn to accept who they are and be proud of it. It's what transformed 
me. Before I came out, I tried my best to act ‘straight’ everywhere I went. 
Now that I've found this LGBTQ sports family, I truly am never afraid," 
Rodriguez says. “I want to be like the people who helped me. Prideletics 
consists of a community that mirrors that thought." 

For more information about Prideletics, visit www.prideletics.com. li 
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By Chris Tarbox 
Produced by Linda Raines 


The Twin Cities area is home to a remarkable number of athletes who 
identify as members of the GLBT community. The sports range from soc- 
cer to basketball to Quidditch, and the teams are all welcoming and hard- 
working. Whether you want to join or watch a sport, here’s a listing of 
what's out there and where to find out more about the local sports scene. 


BASKETBALL 

Women’s Silver Fox Basketball 
League 

Women (age 40+) 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Year-round? 

Beginners welcome 

Website: www.ywcampls.org/fit- 
ness_membership/womens_bas- 
ketball_leagues 


BOWLING 

Hump Day Bowlers 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? GLBT + Ally 
Season: бері.-Магсһ 

Website: www.humpdaybowlers. 
com 

Twin Cities Friday League 
Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? GLBT + Ally 
Season: Sept.-April 

Website: www.facebook.com/ 
twincitiesfridaybowling 
Wednesday Rainbow League? - 
Twin Cities 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? GLBT + Ally 
Season: Sept.-April 

Website: www.facebook.com/ 
WednesdayRainbowLeague 


CYCLING 
Koochella Racing 
Women 

GLBT Specific? No 
Website: koochella.com 


FLAG FOOTBALL 
Minnesota Gay Flag Football 
League (MNGFFL) 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? No GLBTO + Al- 
lies welcome 

Season: Summer 

Website: www.mngffl.com 


Website: 


FOOTBALL 

Minnesota Machine? Women's 
Tackle Football 

Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: April-June 

Website: www.mnmachine.com 
Minnesota Vixen 

Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: April-June 

Website: www.mnvixen.com 


GOLF 

Womyn's Twilight Golf League 
Women 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Season: Summer 

Website: N/A 


HOCKEY 

Woman's Hockey Association 
of Minnesota 

Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Oct.-March 

Website: www.whamhockey.org 


KICKBALL 

Stonewall Kickball Minneapolis 
Co-Ed (age 21-) 

GLBT Specific? GLBT - Ally 
Season: Spring and Fall Seasons 
Website: stonewallminneapolis. 
leagueapps.com 


OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 
Outwoods 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Yes 
Season: Year- 
round 


outwoods. / 
org l 


QUIDDITCH 

TC Frost 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Year-round 

Website: www.twincitiesqc.com ; 
www.usquidditch.org 


RODEO 

North Star Gay Rodeo Associa- 
tion 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Welcomes GLBT 
+ Ally 

Season: March-October IGRA 
circuit (local rodeo July at Dead 
Broke Arena, Hugo, MN) 
Website: nsgra.org 


ROLLER DERBY 

TC Terrors — Minnesota Men's 
Roller Derby 

Men 18+ 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Nov.-April 

Website: www.tcterrors.com 
Minnesota RollerGirls 

Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Oct.-April 

Website: www.mnrollergirls.com 
North Star Roller Derby 
Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Nov.-April 

Website: www.northstarrollerder- 
by.com 


RUGBY 

Mayhem RFC 

Men 

GLBT Specific? GLBT + Ally 
Season: April-Oct. 

Website: www.mayhemrugby. 
org 

Minnesota Valkyries Rugby 
Women 

GLBT Specific? No 

Season: Aug.-June 

Website: www.valkyriesrugby. 
org 


RUNNING/WALKING 
MSP Frontrunners 

Running 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Season: Year-round 

Website: www.mspfrontrunners. 
org 

Prime Timers MSP 

Walking 

Older Men 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Season: Year-round, first and 
third Saturdays each month 
Website: primetimersww.org/ 
ptmsp 


SOCCER 

TC Jacks Soccer Club 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Pick-up: May-Oct., League play: 
Year-round 

Website: tcjacks.org 

Minnesota Gray Ducks Soccer 
Men's, Co-Ed, Women's 

GLBT Specific? Yes 
Tournaments: Year-round, League 
play: Year-round 

Website: grayducks.com 


SOFTBALL 

Northern Lights Women's Soft- 
ball League 

Women 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Season: May-Aug. 

Website: nlwslmn.org 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League 

Men 

GLBT Specific? Yes 

Season: April-Aug. 

Website: tcgsl.leagueapps.com 


TENNIS 

GLASS Tennis 

Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Yes 
Season: Year-round 
Website: glassports.org 


VOLLEYBALL 
GLASS Volleyball 
Co-Ed 

GLBT Specific? Yes 
Season: Year-round 
Website: glassports.org 


Image courtesy of BigStock/Masson 
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Age Is Just The Number 
On Your Jersey 


Dick Anderson brings sports to seniors with Minnesota Senior Sports Association. 


Anyone can be an athlete. That’s the sentiment that Minnesota Senior 
Sports Association has used to build the organization that has been putting 
seniors on courts and fields that many haven’t stepped foot on since their 
youth. By honoring and celebrating senior athletes, MSSA is shedding light 
on the fact that anyone can be an athlete... regardless of age. 

MSSA President Dick Anderson says he has always been involved in 
senior softball, which is what sparked his interest in creating an organiza- 
tion for other seniors to get involved in sports, too. Five years ago, he and 
his friend and athlete Bob MacNamara founded MSSA to honor seniors who 
are active in sports after age 50. 

“We do an annual banquet in the spring and a golf outing in the fall, and 
it’s a 100 percent volunteer organization, not one penny goes to directors,” 
Anderson says. “We usually honor eight to ten individuals at these events, 
and we have honored men’s and women’s teams, as well as individuals.” 

Anderson says MSSA has honored more men than women because 
many senior women grew up without the facilities and resources that men 
had to be able to participate in sports. Athletes have been honored in swim- 
ming, diving, track, softball, hockey, and even ping pong. 

“We advocate for participation in sports, individual or team, after age 
50 and award them for doing outstanding things statewide and nationally,” 
Anderson says. “Last year, we had one guy who was 95 and from Duluth who 


still plays hockey every day with a crowd of young guys.” 

Anderson says they’re always looking for new applicants and encourage 
all seniors to apply. As long as you’re able to play, you can apply, he says. 

Though no other sports organizations are directly involved in MSSA, 
Anderson says they help seniors get involved with outside sports organiza- 
tions and teams. They encourage seniors to keep up with sports they once 
played, try a new sport, or look into information about local leagues. He says 
they often advertise local sports teams on their website to inform seniors of 
new opportunities. 

“Go to our website if you don’t know what is available, and if you have 
questions, you can try to connect with us, and we can get you connected with 
local teams,” Anderson says. “If you’re a senior who hasn’t played sports but 
is interested in possibly picking one up now, I recommend that you just call 
your local recreational center. They can usually point you in the direction 
of other groups of seniors who you can get involved with and participate in 
sports where you might feel more comfortable.” 

Anderson says it’s important to stay active as a senior, and sports 
leagues, teams, or even individual sports like tennis are a great way to do 
that. With the help of MSSA, more seniors are playing sports comfortably 
and confidently. Wear your age—and your jersey—proudly! 

For more information about MSSA, visit mnseniorsports.com. li 
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Best-In-Class 
Senior Living 


; Y walker 


| Choose a welcoming, worry-free 
lifestyle with excellent health care, 
great food made well & neighbors that 


call us best-in-class. 


Find your new home in: 
Anoka, Cambridge, Edina, Lakeville, 
Minneapolis, St. Anthony, St. Paul, 

West St. Paul, or White Bear Lake. 


Coming Soon: Minnetonka 


Call (612) 827-5931 or visit 


| @ WalkerMethodist.org A | 


(бМ ID Reavy 


washburn-mcreavy. 2-7 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


Advanced planning 
is a gift of love. 


Show your family 
you care. 


For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 


Ме understand ud caring 
; ` for each other | 


Pel 


When caring for someone you love means 
getting them the support & assistance they 
need, choose a Community that offers the 
very best in care and services in the best 
location possible. 


Let’s talk about The Terraces at Abiitan’s 
unique Inclusive Assisted Living rate and 
Lifetime Price-lock' and what that could 
mean for you and your loved one. 


Call us at 612.504.5202 


*This special pricing offer 18 limited. 
Call for all of the details. 


THE 
TERRACES 
AT ABIITAN 


55+ Independent Living 
Assisted Living | Memory Care 


е 612.504.5202 


www.abiitan.org 


428 South 2nd Street Minneapolis, MN 55401 
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Mark Arnold 
Funeral Director 


Jason Schuck 
Director’s Assistant 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 
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Where Service is Tradition. A 


ComForCare 


HOME CARE e 


3 


D. 


"He may have dementia, but 
he is still the love of my life." 


Our quality caregivers have received custom training. 
Your dementia caregiver will: 
e Implement proven practices for dementia care 
• Follow strategies to decrease challenging 
dementia behavior 
e Meet physical and emotional needs 
e Engage in meaningful activities 
Count on us for specialized dementia care when you need it! 
With ComForCare at your side, you can expect customized 
care that focuses on your loved one’s needs and preferences 
and so much more. 
alls 
"Eco n 
DementiaWise. 


Creating Better Days 


Paula Anderson, MS, LADC, Owner-Manager 
Robert Reynnells, Owner-Manager 
(651) 333-4244 | ComForCare.com 
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MSDB Celebrates 20 Years 


Minnesota Stocks, Debentures and Bonds 
(MSDB), a pansexual kink organization based in 
the Twin Cities, recently celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary. At a panel discussion held Sept. 4, 
2018, at The Lab, the group's monthly educational 
presentation, some of the original board members 
reminisced about what has happened during those 
twenty years. Stories, laughter, and memories were 
shared, and it was a great chance for those in the 
audience with less time in the community to hear 
some interesting community history. 

Panel participants were Charger, also known 
as Charger Pony, who was on the board for about 
ten years and was president for about five years; 
Claudia Pauline, one of the original board members; 
Keenan and Renae, who were never board members 
but who were stockholders (more about that later) 
and “grunt labor" for about five years; and Dan and 
Sassy, current board members who joined the board 
around 2003 and who will be leaving the board at 
the end of this year. Moderator was Doug, current 
MSDB board president. 

Prior to 1998, when MSDB was formed, the 
gay male leather community had two local clubs, 
the Atons of Minneapolis and Black Guard of Min- 
neapolis. Leather lesbians had their own local club, 
the Knights of Leather. 

But the heterosexual/pansexual kink community 
intentionally remained below the radar. Local kinky 
folks communicated with each other through the 
BarDo Exchange, a computer bulletin board system 
(BBS). According to Claudia Pauline, “BarDo was 
started by people in professions who could lose their 
jobs if it was found out that they liked to do this stuff." 

BarDo spawned several in-person kink groups. 
One group was invitation-only, but TIES (which 
stands for Tremendously Intense Erotic Situa- 
tions) held private play parties and public monthly 
"munches" (social gatherings, usually at a restau- 
rant). Both groups are still active. 

Other groups and organizations spun off from 
these groups. But membership in the various groups 
often overlapped, and the groups were still supportive 
of each other because, as Claudia Pauline explained, 
^We were still a small community and didn't want to 
cut ourselves off from other parts of the community." 
Other areas of the country with larger kink commu- 
nities were different: In many cases, if you belonged 
to this group, you didn't go to that group's events. 

A lawyer in Iowa who was a friend of one of the 
MSDB founders thought that a for-profit model 
could work for a kink organization and created 
Iowa Stocks and Bonds (ISB). A group of people in 
Minnesota considered forming such a group and 
calling it Minnesota Stocks and Bonds. Then they 
realized that if they added another financial term, 
"Debentures," to the group's name, the initials for 
that name would be “MSDB,” which is the reverse 
of “BDSM”—a happy accident. The Iowa lawyer pre- 
pared incorporation papers, and Minnesota Stocks, 
Debentures and Bonds was incorporated as a for- 
profit Minnesota corporation on May 28, 1998. 

MSDB started with six original stockholders, 
and about 20 additional people have been stockhold- 
ers for periods of time through the years. Stockhold- 
ers have invested in MSDB both financially and, to 
an even greater degree, in volunteer effort. 

One of MSDB’s goals, and greatest accomplish- 


MSDB 


Minnesota Stocks, 
Debentures & Bonds 


Image courtesy of MSDB 


ments, is education. MSDB held classes in dungeon 
etiquette and training for dungeon masters because, 
as panel member Renae said, "This was all new 
and people just didn't know." Panel member Dan 
said that education was especially important when 
MSDB was formed: “Іп those days the community 
was smaller, but also it was younger in terms of ex- 
perience. Most of us that had been around a year 
or two had a little more knowledge than the people 
who had been around a week or two. But everybody 
in the whole community was new to this." 

Probably the longest-lasting education endeavor 
of MSDB is The Lab, a monthly educational event 
that MSDB has been producing for over ten years. 
(The Lab was started in 2005 by another group 
called Erotic Deviance.) The Lab is both a safe place 
to learn and a good way to cultivate new speakers, 
presenters, and educators. Renee said she appre- 
ciated that MSDB "taught me things that I never 
would have known about. But they also taught me 
how to be safe about it, and to be careful, and what 
precautions to take, and about consent." Charger 
said that MSDB's educational efforts were "one of 
the things I worked on that I was most proud of 
when I left the board. And it's still going today." 

MSDB also has quite a reputation for present- 
ing amazing fetish parties and events. Recurring 
themes have included the Bizarre Bazaar for kinky 
Christmas shopping, the Taxing Play Party in mid- 
April, the Zombie Prom, and A Midsummer Night's 
Scream. MSDB has presented parties in notable 
venues such as Patrick's Cabaret and First Avenue, 
as well as in warehouses, hotels and motels with 
swimming pools and themed suites, theaters, barns 
and a converted church. People still talk about these 
MSDB parties ten or fifteen years later. As Renae 
put it, “А lot of great friendships came out of those 
parties." 

MSDB has been able to combine education 
and partying by creating weekend-long events with 
nationally known educational presenters. Jay Wise- 
man, Lee Harrington, Dossie Eastman, Deborah 
Addington, Fakir Musafar, Cléo DuBois, Joanne 
Gaddy, and M. Christian are some of the dozen or 
so presenters that MSDB has brought to the Twin 
Cities. 

Twenty years after its founding, MSDB's The 
Lab continues to educate every month, and MSDB 
continues to throw great kink parties and events. 
Тһе best way to keep up with what's being dis- 
cussed at The Lab, as well as with MSDB's monthly 
munches and other events, is through the MSDB 
group on Fetlife.com. li 
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Berenice Abbott: A Life in Photography 


Julia Van Haaften 
Norton 
$45 


A satisfying, exquisitely detailed 
portrait of photographer Berenice Abbott 
(1898-1991). Born in Ohio into a chaotic, 
peripatetic family, young Abbott herself was 
quirky, rebellious. She escaped as soon as 
she could to Greenwich Village and thence 
to Paris where she was introduced to pho- 
tography through Man Ray, and known for 
her efforts to rescue the oeuvre of Eugene 
Atget. Abbot was also a teacher, an inventor, 
a very private person who lived over 30 
years with art critic Elizabeth McCausland. 
Abbott photographed "everyone" in the 
1920s, Joyce, Gide, Duchamp, Barnes; later 
produced scientific photos through MIT, 
always eschewing anything "arty." If you 
don't know Abbott, search “Night View", 
taken with her wooden view camera from 
atop the new Empire State Building, and go 
from there. 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


To Survive on this Shore 


Jess T. Dugan and Vanessa Fabbre 
Kehrer Verlag 
$55 


Photographer Dugan (Every Breath We 
Drew) and social worker Fabbre were five 
years creating this volume, interviewing 
and photographing 56 older-50 to 90-trans 
and gender-nonconforming adults. Covering 
the United States, they sought respondents 
within “complex intersections" of gender 
identity, race, ethnicity, socio-economic 
class and location. The subject's own words 
accompany their portraits: Gloria, 70, stands 
proud on the cover; Miss Major, 74, expe- 
rienced Stonewall; Jay, 59 (now deceased) 
faced discrimination within the medical 
system. The respondents' age and range of 
experience offer valuable insights not only 
for the general reader, but to young trans 
individuals questioning their own futures. 
A substantial interview following text and 
portraits describes the authors' process in 
detail. The portraits are refreshingly large, 
each nearly 8.5 x 11". 


SPEAKING TRUTH 


SETTING 
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е; 


-ANDS INSPIRING 
SOCIAL CHANGE | 
CRISTIEN STORM % 


Empowered Boundaries: Speaking 
Truth, Setting Boundaries, and Inspiring 
Social Change 


Cristien Storm 
North Atlantic Books 
$15.95 


Boundaries are ubiquitous and es- 
sentially political; one’s activity can set 
limits, while inactivity allows a boundary to 
expand. Changing and evolving, boundaries 
are our “communication of what we want 
and don’t want”, and may invite some in, 
as well as keep others out. After defining, 
Storm leads the reader into learning to how 
to set boundaries, much of which stems 
from strengthening communication skills 
that open avenues for negotiation. Simple 
steps, like “Name the Behavior”, either 
aloud or to oneself, center and help indicate 
what actions to take next. Seemingly simple 
steps, but as Storm explains, they clarify 
the problem, pointing the way to rectify it. 
Storm is cofounder of Home Alive and of 
the Seattle-based If You Don’t They Will, 
and a mental health therapist. 


Mark My Words: A Christopher Family 
Novel-Book 1 


W.D. Foster-Graham 
Author House 
$20.99 


Chicago, 1988. Family patriarch, Allan 
Beckley Christopher, will soon celebrate 
a birthday. Happily married forty years to 
Maureen Moore Christopher, they’ve raised 
eight children. A childhood tinkerer—Little 
Mr. Fixit—Allan became an electrician, 
parleying that into his lucrative Christopher 
Electronics. We first see him in his “fortress 
of solitude”, fast within his 30-room estate, 
pondering “sixty”, the years he will attain 
on this birthday. From the outside, we see a 
golden life; fond husband and father, wealth, 
his dreams realized. But, in this and the 
following three volumes, his live is viewed 
through the lenses of other family mem- 
bers, including Maureen and four GLBT 
children. Is there more to learn? Well, if you 
were raised in a family, you know very well 
there is. Ё 


Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are 
interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 
Quality of Life for Those We Serve. 

We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 
want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


2012 Business of the Year 


- 
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JERRY A. 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


PRIDE PAGES 
DIRECTORY 


LAVENDERPRIDEPAGES.COM 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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Capt. Tyler Bieniek, left, has been married to his husband Thom, right, for seven years. Photo courtesy of Tyler Bieniek 


Nu di 


To Serve And Have Pride 


In the wake of the 2011 repeal of the Clinton- 
era “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell" policy—wherein 
openly gay, lesbian and bisexual Americans 
were banned from serving in the United States 
military—American society's views of gay peo- 
ple serving openly in the Armed Forces have 
evolved, largely for the better. In addition to 
citizens expressing increasing support for the 
rainbow community members in uniform, the 
military itself has made considerable overtures 
in accepting gay soldiers into their fold. 

While many gay soldiers today have been able 
to enlist while open about their sexuality, many 
service members who served during the days of 
DADT have had markedly different experiences 
and, in many cases, struggles. 

Capt. Tyler Bieniek knows this story all too 
well. Currently Captain Promotable in the Train- 
ing Support Unit at Camp Ripley for the Minne- 
sota National Guard, Bieniek is out and proud, 
but it wasn't always that way. 

“I decided to join the Army National Guard 
in my junior year of college," said Bieniek, who 
grew up in Little Falls, which is coincidentally the 
home of Camp Ripley. "It was actually a pretty dif- 
ficult time in my life. I hadn't really accepted my- 
self as being gay and so I was kind of rudderless 
in school. I didn't really know what I wanted to 
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do as a profession and I was struggling to under- 
stand who I was." 

Bieniek's father was a veteran of the Vietnam 
War, and Tyler chose to follow in his footsteps by 
contacting a National Guard recruiter in 1999— 
five years after the enactment of DADT. 

“I was terrified of the thought of being la- 
belled as gay," said Bieniek. "I rather envy the 
individuals that knew they were gay early in life. 
It took me a long time to accept myself for who I 
am and get over the fear that I would be an out- 
cast. It wasn't until my junior year of college that 
Ibegan to fully comprehend why I felt differently 
than most of my male friends, and I did not react 
to that realization well." 

Bieniek said that in a way, joining the National 
Guard was a means of escaping the reality of who 
he really was. However, Bieniek came to become 
friends with a lesbian soldier who he said helped 
him through this difficult period of his life. 

"It was a couple of years later that I finally de- 
cided that I couldn't live in secret anymore and 
I came out to my family,” said Bieniek. “At first, 
there was that initial shock and realization that 
what we had all dreamed would be our future was 
going to be a little different. But my family was 
amazing. I consider myself so fortunate to have 
my parents and sisters in my life." 


Capt. Tyler Bieniek currently serves as a Logistics Plans 
and Operations Officer at Camp Ripley. Photo courtesy 
of Tyler Bieniek 


Capt. Tyler Bieniek, right, served іп the U.S. military during the days of Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell, and was forced to hide his sexuality until its 2011 repeal. Photo courtesy 
of Tyler Bieniek 


Due to federal policy at the time, Bieniek still kept his sexuality close 
to the vest, filtering out any references to his personal life in conversa- 
tions during his mobilization and deployment. Luckily, Bieniek said that 
following the repeal of DADT, the Minnesota National Guard was ex- 
tremely positive in embracing diversity as a strength. 

“(That) is a change for an organization that prizes uniformity,” said Bi- 
eniek. “The leaders in the organization have actively embraced the GLBT 
soldiers in the ranks and have tried to create an environment that visibly 
recognizes individuals in the ranks.” 

Prior to and following the repeal, however, Bieniek has maintained 
a decorated career with the National Guard, serving at Fort Hood from 
2004 to 2005. 

“Then in 2009, I was deployed overseas to Afghanistan with a medium 
truck company,” said Bieniek. “Our job was to operate logistical convoys 
in southern Helmand province to deliver supplies to new and developing 
Forward Operating Bases. That was the period of time during Opera- 
tion Enduring Freedom, when the Joint Forces were pushing heavily into 
Taliban territory to root them out of their strongholds.” 

Today, Bieniek is a Captain Promotable at Camp Ripley, and is in the 
approval process to ascend to the rank of Major. He serves as a Logistics 
Plans and Operations Officer, overseeing logistical support requirements 
for the unit, whose main mission is to offer support to the Norwegian 
Troop Exchange. On top of that, he’s happily married to his husband of 
seven years, Thom. The couple have been together since Tyler’s deploy- 
ment to Afghanistan. 

“He has only recently started to attend military events with me as my 
spouse, so it is still relatively new to him,” said Bieniek. “For the first time 
he really feels like he has a connection with the military, which is so re- 
lieving for me. I had shared stories with him and tried to teach him about 
rank structure and what different jobs mean, but until you are able to ac- 
tually meet people and put faces to names, it is not very easy to connect.” 

And as the military continues to accept queer folk, Bieniek believes 
that acceptance is the new normal at home too. 

“T think the Minnesota National Guard has done a remarkable job of 
creating an environment of inclusion,” said Bieniek. “That really stems 
from the efforts of the entire U.S. military, but Minnesota in particular 
has done a lot to ensure GLBT soldiers can serve openly and benefit from 
the same support that they give all military families.” 

So what would Bieniek say to gay youth hoping to serve their country, 
but are reluctant due to their sexuality? 

“I would say I understand their apprehension, but that they have an 
opportunity that many GLBT soldiers before them never had,” said Bi- 
eniek. “Many people could not understand why I would put myself at risk, 
personally or professionally, when I had to hide who I was. I would tell 
them that I felt pride in what I did. I felt like I was making a difference, 
regardless of the struggle. That is what I would want GLBT people to see 
in themselves, that they have the ability and strength to be leaders." Ш 
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2019 Volkswagen Jetta 


One of our favorite cars is all new for 2019. 

The popular Volkswagen Jetta is a fixture 
in our community. For the past 39 years, the 
sedan version of the Rabbit/Golf has served 
us well, giving us a sporty-looking and 
-feeling car to be proud in. Each 
Jetta offered an air of afford- 
able prestige—something 
thatis German with all the 
trappings of upward mo- 
bility in a compact-sized 
package. 

It is no wonder why 
we in the GLBT commu- 
nity continue to own Jet- 
tas. This new one should 
be no exception. 

То find out more about the 2019 Jetta, we 
talked to Travis Brockman at Luther Burns- 
ville Volkswagen to see how it will fit our life- 
style. But first, Brockman pointed out what 
the new Jetta was really all about. 

“I would say that if you are looking for some 
of the best of value you can get out there, as 
far as bang for your buck is concerned, the 
Jetta would definitely be the way to go,” said 
Brockman. “Іп the compact class, it has more 
standard features than either Civic or Corolla, 
and also starts at a lower price point than the 
both of those. The fuel economy is amazing, 
and there's plenty of options for you to be able 
to, you know, customize it to your liking as 
well." 

But, who is buying the new 2019 Jetta? 
Brockman told us that “it’s a huge spectrum 
of customers." He cited one instance where 
a customer traded a very powerful Golf R for 
one, another swapped a Golf GTI coming off 
a lease for another. *He wanted something 
that was a little bit better on gas," Brockman 
explains. "This [Jetta] gets up to 40 miles per 
gallon on the highway, so he decided to go 
with the new Jetta this time instead." 

Brockman also mentioned that both loyal 
customers and "conquests" (a term used in 
the automotive retail business of customers 
trading in a vehicle from another brand) have 
been taking delivery of the new Jetta. Brock- 
man explains the reason why one should #Bet- 
taGettaJetta: "They're going to definitely want 
to know about passenger room and cargo 
room, which is very important, and it's got one 
of the largest trunks in its class. Obviously, 
they're going to want to know about the war- 


ranty. I think they'll want to to know about the 
standard features that it has over the other ve- 
hicles in its class. And probably safety, which 
it's always been a top pick for safety. So, we're 
continuing on still in that same direction." 

Brockman is perhaps right about the new 
2019 Jetta. We really like its new look. From 
its larger front grille to the sculptured lines 
flowing to the rear, the Jetta is very contem- 
porary and quite handsome. Our readers have 
pointed that the Jetta compares in design to 
the current Honda Civic, which is edgier com- 
pared to the Volkswagen. 

Inside, the materials have been upgraded 
compared to the previous model, including 
soft touch areas above the interior's belt line. 
We love the Digital Cockpit that came in our 
SEL Premium tester. This is a fully customiz- 
able TFT screen that encompasses more than 
just the instrumentation. Similar to Audi's Vir- 
tual Cockpit, you can bring in the navigation 
screen to full resolution, while you get key 
readouts in digits instead of dials. 

Seating for four is achieved in a cabin that 
was increased over the last generation. Four 
average adults will have no problem enjoying 
the ride inside the Jetta. Plus, trunk space is 
very generous, with 14.1 cubic feet to stuff ev- 
erything inside of it. There is a bit of a higher 
lip for roller luggage to manage, but the space 
itself goes deep. The rear seats fold down in a 
60/40 split for longer loads. 

Under the hood is a 1.4-liter turbocharged 
TSI engine. This 147 horsepower four-cylin- 


Travis Brockman with a 2019 Volkswagen Jetta R-Line 


der feels as it has much more power than the 
ratings tell us. Our tester has an 8-speed auto- 
matic transmission which was smooth and ef- 
ficient. We averaged an astonishing 37.5 MPG 
in our care. 

If there is one thing that stood out in the 
Jetta, it’s the suspension. Not only does the 
Jetta rides smoothly—not too taut nor too 
soft—it takes on corners with confidence and 
authority. The brakes are superb with excel- 
lent pedal feedback and feel. The steering 
system offers a solid turning radius with great 
wheel feedback. 

Тһе 2019 Jetta is also a great value in its 
class. Starting price for the S model with man- 
ual transmission is $18,545—about the same 
price as the outgoing 2018 S model. Our SEL 
Premium tester came with a sticker price of 
$27,795. 
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OUR RIDES BY RANDY STERN 


If there is one major reason to consider 
the Jetta above all competitors, it is the new 
People First warranty. Volkswagen warranties 
their 2019 Jetta for six years or 72,000 miles 
from bumper to bumper. 

“ТТһе People First Warranty] is going to 
cover all of your major components if some- 
thing goes wrong with it in that timeframe,” 
explains Brockman. “One thing that I think is 
very awesome about this is that should you 
choose to finance your car for an entire six 
years and pay for it that entire time, you actu- 
ally have the opportunity to have it under war- 
ranty all of that time, whereas most other cars 
typically, by the time you get to four years at 
the most, your warranty’s ending, and then 
you still may have another year or two that 
you're paying a note on it.” 

In other words, Volkswagen offers the 
absolute best new vehicle warranty in the au- 
tomotive business. They also built a superb 
sedan that goes along with this warranty. The 
2019 Jetta is the finest expression of a jour- 
ney that has spanned four decades in engag- 
ing American customers to its most charming 
product. It will continue be one of our favorite 
sedans, too! I 
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f ) \ Swed ish Our Motto: 
zd M otors Do it right or not at all! 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & Repair Shop 


Exceptional Customer Service 
Keen Attention to Detail 


Please consider us for all of 
your Volvo needs and refer your friends! 


=) 432 11th Ave. 5. е Hopkins 
Conveniently located off 
Hwy 169 & Excelsior Blvd. 


(612) 803-5661 


Justin Christenson : 
Oise www.swedishmotorsmn.com 


STANDARD 
$ HEATING O 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


Winter Comfort Sale 


Save up to 


52,090 


оп a new 96% efficient furnace 


Ask us about great deals on other high 
efficiency furnaces or boilers 


50 DOWN 
0% INTEREST 


FOR 25 MONTHS (OAC) 


› Family-Owned Since 1930 


› Smart Club™ 
Maintenance Plan 


? Service On All Brands 


al YORK 


INSTALL CONFIDENCE 


Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardheating.com 


On approved credit. Not valid with any other offer. Installation must be completed by 11/30/18. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www .twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 


www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 
Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life's journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran & Mizpah United 
Church of Christ 

Worshiping together 10:00 am on 
Sundays. Come and experience the 
embrace of God's YES for all! 

412 5th Ave. N. 

Hopkins, MN 

(952) 935-5509 
www.churchoffice@mizpahucc.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


(HAGENS 2222. 
FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Monthly Memberships 
5 Star Rated Ranges 
Huge Retail Selection 

Training Classes 
SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


Bill's 
102/1 2 
Дйн Shope 
2 Range” 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM 


HOME SERVICES 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM - CONCRETE - DECKS - PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ОКОЛО ОО 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELINGCOM 
TODD ОК LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Marna Reed, MA, LP 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


marnareed.com 
m49reedG gmail.com 


612-670-1330 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


REAL ESTATE 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


www.owensco.com Ez 
612.827.9537 “пе 


OWENS 4 


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 


SINCE 
1957 


Kate Offerdahl-Joyce 


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 


BANKER G 
BURNET 


612-940-1577 
Kate.OfferdahlJoyce@CBBurnet.com 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 


*Up to,$2600 In MfOGS and Energy 
rebates, installed Бу Моуепірег:50,2018 


*With the purehase,of a qualifying Lennox AH 


heating апа air-conditioning system. OAC. 


TAX SERVICES 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Michael Ness 
Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


INSURANCE 
Z-- EN Visit BigGayNews.com for your 
weekday news featuring 
Я Local, № | and 
More Op mens: ido TRO, 
More Discounts. 
Auto, Home, Life 
& Recreational 
Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


Call Today 952-853-9077 
Kg FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


With more than 80,000 followers on Twitter, 
BigGayNews.com is your source for GLBT news. 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Erasure 


Have you heard about the referendum in Mas- 
sachusetts to strip people of color of the right to 
use public accommodations without fearing dis- 
crimination—places such as restaurants, librar- 
ies, hotels, malls, public transportation services, 
and bathrooms and locker rooms? 

Or did you know that parents of school-aged 
children in Minnesota are being warned of the 
“trend” that more and more children are identify- 
ing as being “of color” and of the need to prevent 
that from happening? 

Shocking, isn’t it? Targeting a distinct minor- 
ity in our society simply because of how they 
identify must be illegal, right? 

Yes, it would most definitely be illegal if I was 
really talking about people of color. 

However, it’s an entirely different case if the 
minority in question is transgender humans— 
which both above scenarios actually involve. 

Why is that so? Not that I want to be melo- 
dramatic, but how in the world is it acceptable to 
target—even erase—a group of humans out of 
public existence? 

In less than two weeks, Massachusetts voters 
will weigh in on a referendum proposition dubbed 
"Question 3," about whether voters should jetti- 
son a part of that state's GLBT-protective statute 
that prohibits public accommodation discrimina- 
tion based on gender identity. As of late Septem- 
ber (when I write this), more than 70 percent of 
Massachusetts voters favor keeping the law, thus 
protecting trans people in public. We'll see if that 
percentage holds. (My fingers are crossed.) 

Yet, it doesn't address the troubling question 
of why it's okay to put to a vote whether to erase 
me from appearing in public in Massachusetts, 
a state where I am licensed to practice law and 
where I once lived for nearly nine years. 

And the attempt at erasing transgender hu- 
mans continues closer to home. 

In late May, the pastors of eight churches 
in Hastings issued a letter in response to that 
city council's proclamation that Hastings would 
be welcoming to all people regardless of skin 
color, socioeconomic standing, country of ori- 
gin, religion, or sexual or gender identification. 
The churches' letter, while applauding efforts 
to make the city ^welcome to all," made it clear 
that there's one group their congregations don't 
welcome—transgender humans. Their position 
is that "transgenderism" is “needlessly confusing 
children and teens in our public schools." 

Again, let's erase transgender people. It's so 
much easier than getting to know us and learn- 
ing that we're just like you, with the same wants 
and fears. (Although, one can surmise that most 
people don't fear being erased.) 

More recently, the religious-oriented Min- 
nesota Family Council issued a 74-page "Parent 


Resource Guide" titled “Educating and Equip- 
ping Parents on the Transgender Trend." The 
guide calls for parents to resist any effort to make 
schools more welcoming to students who identify 
as trans or gender nonconforming. 

The guide claims that “(s)tudents as young 
as kindergarten are being taught that changing 
sex is as easy as changing clothes..." It further 
asserts that, “(дһе transgender trend is ground- 
ed in the nonsensical 'gender ideology' theory, 
which claims that human identity is unrelated to 
the body." 

(A side note to older gay and lesbian readers: 
you may recall that just twenty years ago, this was 
the argument made against you—that one's sexu- 
al identity couldn't be separated from one's body, 
meaning that biology dictated that boys couldn't 
like boys or girls like girls. We of course know 
that's just not true.) 

Тһе aforementioned guide seeks to arm par- 
ents with tools to fight the "transgender trend" 
at their schools. If they take up the call, those 
parents will disregard that being transgender is 
a real thing, and in the process, they'll marginal- 
ize—wait, let me make it abundantly clear, griev- 
ously harm—kids struggling to understand their 
gender identity. For trans kids, there isn’t any- 
thing worse than hearing, “Jumping on that darn 
transgender band wagon simply means you're 
confused. Ignore your feelings and pray for guid- 
ance.” 

As Гуе written here before, I can take the at- 
tempts are erasing me and trans people my age. 
Im older, more resilient, and have perspective 
that trans or gender nonconforming adolescents 
and teens lack. They’re the ones who suffer be- 
cause of all of this. It’s reflected in our attempt- 
ed suicide rate (40 times the rate for cisgender 
people) and rates of depression and addiction— 
which are through the roof. 

Frankly, this erasing stuff is appalling. 

It’s also not very smart or well thought out. 

Proponents of Question 3 in Massachusetts, 
please consider this: if you win, my only “legal” 
public bathroom option might be the men’s rest- 
room. Not that I’m a raving beauty, but I’m also 
not someone utterly unattractive. I love men and 
know quite well what turns men on. Remember, I 
used to present as a man myself. 

Do you really want me in the restroom with 
your husband or boyfriend? 

Just asking. ll 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013). She speaks and trains on diversity and inclu- 
sion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can 
also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She 
welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmaiL 
com. 
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BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


THURSDAY 


NOVEMBER 1 • 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


PUB & EE 


ON WASHINGTON AVENUE 


THE OFFICE PUB & GRILL 
307 WASHINGTON AVE. М е MINNEAPOLIS 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 
ХХХ 
the Aliveness project 


* * Twin Cities 
^ Gay Men's Chorus 
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You're not new to health care. Neither аге we. 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota has been offering Medicare 
since it began in 1965. We have a broad portfolio of Medicare plans. 
Let us help you choose one that's right for you. 


To see available plan options, talk to your agent 
MN or contact us: 


bluecrossmn.com/medicareready 


1-866-812-1541 or (651) 662-7900 TTY 711 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central Time, daily 


Trusted locally for 85 years 


Plans available in the service area. Blue Cross offers PPO, Cost and PDP plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment 
in these Blue Cross plans depends on contract renewal. H2461_082418JJ24_M CMS Accepted 09/03/2018 
Н5959 082418JJ25. M CMS Accepted 09/03/2018 55743 082718FF02 M CMS Accepted 09/03/2018 


Blue Cross? and Blue Shield? of Minnesota and Blue Plus? are nonprofit independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 


